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did not fulfil his intention, for the National Collection
possesses no record of such a gift Mr. G-ough, in his
edition of Vertue, seems to imply that Mr. Hollis's
specimen was complete, but if so it would be curious
that Folkes and Kuding should have figured the reverse
alone, and it is possible that the obverse is only known
from the design apparently affixed to the warrant.

My example of this very rare, perhaps unique, pattern
is from the Murdoch, Montagu, and Brice Collections,
and is an interesting memorial of Simon's intention of
making a far more elaborate touchpiece than that after-
wards in use; but we must conclude that Charles II at
first used coins struck from older dies, for we are not
acquainted with any ordinary angels bearing his name,
and we learn from Pepys and Evelyn that he began to
touch for the " king's evil" immediately after his arrival
in England, and before the issue of this warrant. Pepys
mentions the practice on the 23rd of June, 1660, and
Evelyn describes the ceremony, including the presenta-
tion of the angel, on the 6th of July in the same year,
when none of the new currency was completed.

During the latter part of the reign of Charles I the
king had not always the required angel at hand, and it
is said that he sometimes substituted pieces of silver or
copper, and even on occasions touched the patient with-
out presenting any gift, and that during the residence^'
of Charles II in exile it became customary that the sick
man should bring his own coin with him.1 During the
years which followed the Kestoration, the belief-in the
royal touch became so great that it is reported2 that

1  Archaeological Journal, 1853, vol. x. p. 197.

2  Num. Chron., 4tfa Series, Vol. VIII. p. 123,